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    Opinion Title: 08/23/2013 UNPUBLISHED In re Patrick Evans, 11-35963 Judge Mosier. 
Body: Debtor filed a chapter 13 plan, which was neither novel or complex. The plan provided for
payment of a prepetition arrearage to an oversecured creditor. A dispute arose between debtor and
creditor over the amount of the prepetition arrearage and, at the court's urging, the parties negotiated a
settlement. After reaching the settlement, creditor filed a motion under § 506(b) for allowance of
postpetition attorney's fees in the amount of $24,647.50. Debtor objected arguing that the fees sought
by creditor were unnecessary, that creditor did not act reasonably or prudently and the time expended
by creditor"s counsel was excessive, not adequately described, and that many services were
duplicative. The Court found that § 506(b) awards were controlled by federal law and that a lodestar
approach to allowance of a § 506(b) claims should be followed using a two step approach: 1) were the
services were necessary to protect the creditor's legitimate interests ?; and 2) were the fees sought for
the legal services reasonable? The Court allowed some, but not all of the fees requested and applied
nine factors to weigh the necessity and the reasonableness of the fee request.
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